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The Trust for City Hall Plaza, a 
non-profit group of civic and busi- 
ness leaders, recently released 
its plan for revitalizing City Hall 
Plaza. Six new elements would 
have the effect of decreasing the 
size of the plaza by about 60 per- 
cent and would contain the plaza 
within this newer, smaller, more 
human-scale urban framework. 

The most prominent features 
of the redesign include an ex- 
tension of Hanover Street from 
Congress Street to Cambridge 
Street, the Yo-Yo Ma music gar- 
den nearby at the JFK Building 
and a hotelfhospitality building 
between the JFK building and 
City Hall. Also featured are a 
new MBTA entrance near the 
Hanover Street extension—replac- 
ing the existing entrance—and a 
large image/video screen between 
City Hall and the Sears Crescent 
with information for visitors. 

Activities for the new plaza 
are being considered and include 
a summer concert series in a 
new amphitheater in front of City 
Hall, a place to check luggage to 
Logan Airport, and more. Source 
Trust for City Hall Plaza 


City Hall Plaza 
60% smaller 





Pedestrian Bridge 


WW Faneuil Hall 


The Boston Boulevard Project is an initiative to trans- 
form roadways in Boston. The city will apply for over $40 million 
in state and federal funds to rebuild and change the character of 
thoroughfares in the city. So far, two "boulevards" have been Phase I: Designed 

designed, Bnghton Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue (Lake Suet Brighton Ave. (construction began in June; est. $3.7 m) 

to Packard's Corner, the junction of Commonwealth and Brighton Commonwealth Ave. (Lake St.—Packard's Cnr.; est. $27 m) 
avenues). Seven roadways are under design; four have not yet started. 

A joint project of the Boston Public Works Department and the 
Boston Redevelopment Authority, the Boston Boulevard Project's 
goal is to "create a plan that will connect neighborhoods, cultural 
amenities, open-space areas, business districts and downtown loca- 
tions, and better integrate them into the public realm." 

The Boulevard Project seeks to make roadways more pedestnan 
friendly and give each a “unique visual character" to help define them. 
One of the central features of boulevards to date has been an emphasis 
on street trees and landscaping over vehicular travel ways. 

Plans for Huntington Avenue, for example, include: removing most on- 
street parking between Opera Place and Bigham Circle, extensive ; 5 
landscaping in the transit median, adding a mere four feet to sidewalks and Phase III: Later (design to start in 1996) 
minimal space on the street for bicycles. Some of the plans have been American Legion Hwy. (Blue Hill Ave -Cummins Hwy.) 
criticized for sacrificing too much for the landscaping. Activists have Hyde Park Ave. (Ukraine Way-Winthrop St.) 
called for greater emphasis on creating wider sidewalks, wide outside Tremont St./ Boylston St. (Boylston St—Marginal Rd. and 
lanes to accommodate bicycles, or retaining parking to serve as a buffer. Charles St. South-Tremont 5t) 

For information, call Nathalie Beauvais at the BRA, 722300, x4323. 


Proposed Boston Boulevards 


Phase II: Under design 

Cambridge St. (est. $6 m) 

Commonwealth Ave. (Packard's Cnr—Kenmore Sq,; est. $11 m) 
Huntington Ave. (Mass. Ave.-Fenwood Rd.; est. $8.3 m) 
Mass. Ave. (Storrow Dr.—Albany St.; est. $10 m) 

Merrimac St. (est. $2 m) 

Tremont St. (Court St.-Boylston St; est. $6 m)) 
Washington St.-Cambridge St.-Tremont St. (Union Sq., 


Allston-Newton line) 








5) Out of the frying pan...and into a 
better business climate: Duck Tours has 
moved out of the Central Artery construction 
zone in the downtown waterfront and into 
101 Huntington Ave. next to the Prudential 
Center. Activity seems to be picking up in 
both the restaurant and Skywalk business as 
a result of the popular attraction. The Duck 
Tours operation has hardly affected traffic— 
double parking by cabs on Huntington Av- 
enue and valet parking at Ambrosia are worse. 

Perhaps the tourist trolleys based on the 
waterfront will consider a similar relocation 
during the upcoming decade of construction 
at the Central Artery waterfront area. 


a Central Artery/Tunnel (CA/T) &) The CA/T will be able to work 24 
Project Update...The latest CA/T financ- _— hours a day, seven days a week in the Fort 
ing plan has been approved by the Federal _- Point Channel area to try to make up lost time, 
Highway Administration. The plan estimates thanks to a ruling from Environmental Aff airs 
a total cost of $10.4 billion including major Secretary Trudy Coxe. F orty artists who live 
parts of the project not yet funded and reason- al. 249 A St. got $1.4 million from CA/T for 
able inflation. Py gation. 

The "temporary" Northern Avenue Secretary Coxe ordered further study of 
on-ramp to the elevated Central Artery from the controversial westbound off-ramp in 
the median near Rowes Wharf, will not be —_ the South Cove/Back Bay area. The CA/T has 
complete until late August. This 5-month tinkered with the ramps in this area for years, 
postponement delays opening the and the latest scheme routes Ramp DD traffic 


westbound side of the New Northern Av- across the Turnpike up Herald Street, and then 
enue Bridge. back across the Turnpike to Marginal Road! 












People Movers 


Jennifer Pinck, Central Artery /Tunnel 
mitigation/ community liaison, to Europe. 

Paul Guzzi, to president, Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Harry R. Collings, former director of the 
Fenway Community Health Center and 
fundraiser for Mayor Menino, to executive 
secretary of the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority. 

Rocco Mancini, from MBTA Construction to 
Gannett Fleming consultants. 

Basil Tommy, from MassPike development 
to Cape Town, South Africa, planning 



























































































director. 
Frank Dyer was removed as Massport — f 
communications policy director. East © The Pilot House Extension on Lewis 






Catherine Donaher, principal at Catherine 
Donaher and Assoc., to president of the 
Trust for City Hall Plaza. 

William "Lack" Luster, shortest tenure ever as 
City of Boston Transportation (BTD) 
Commissioner, fired for numerous traffic 
and parking violations. 

Theresa Murphy, from BTD to other ventures. 

David Gallogly, BTD lawyer, is now acting 


Wharf (7B/ July/Aug. 1993) has been ap- 
proved by the Massachusetts Environmen- 
tal Policy Act (MEPA) unit, despite objec- 
tions by several waterfront groups, includ- 
ing The Boston Harbor Association. The 
$12 million project will extend the existing 
six-story Pilot House to Atlantic Avenue 
and owner Continental Cablevision will use 
it as its headquarters office building. A $3 
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commissioner. Navy > million waterfront park will be created in 
Norm Faramelli, Massport environmental = = accordance with Harborpark access guide- 
division, retiring. RS Yard ———e Id f lines. Objections to the project stem from 
John I. Williams, MBTA Design and Construc- (SS JU 7 insufficient public access to the ground floor. 
tion, retiring. ; 





Laurinda Bedingfield, from MHD Commis- 
sioner to other ventures. 

Kevin J. Sullivan, from deputy MHD 
commissioner (and former mayor of 

Lawrence) to commissioner. 








& The Back Bay Courant scooped every- 
one recently when it reported that the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) has initi- 
ated selling and developing the last develop- 
able parcel in the Park Plaza area, Parcel 2 
near the State Transportation Building and 
Four Seasons Hotel. Bounded by Charles 
Street South, Stuart Street, Columbus Avenue 
and the Motor Mart Garage, the parcel is 
42,662 sq. ft. The BRA owns almost 30,000 
sq. ft. of the parcel with the Sawyer Family 
Interests of Boston controlling 12,690 sq. ft. 
The 1877 Thomas Ball statue, "Emancipa- 
tion Group," is in the parcel, and the devel- 
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‘ J ~—?— | oper will be required to retain this somehow. 
| Se uaone IF = Fi / In the late 1980s, Parcel 2 was to be a 
= FT EWYE, residential-retail-office complex called the 

: Pi Pavilion and was tied to a linkage site in the 
“y South End. The linkage site, a health center 
a 





with residential, is now progressing on Rutland 
and Washington streets. 












@ Columbus Park, aka Waterfront Park, 
on Atlantic Avenue is getting a $330,000 
facelift this summer, with new landscaping, 
repair of the brick paving, relocated lighting, 
and a complete makeover of the tot lot. 
Created in 1976 when Atlantic Avenue was 
rerouted away from the water, the park is the 
terminus of the "walk to the sea." 
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© More rooms at the inns...To mect 
Boston's need for more hotel rooms, new 
hotels are under construction at the World 
Trade Center (429 rooms) and the con- 
verted Batterymarch Building on Broad 
Street (350 rooms). Two luxury European- 
style hotels are being planned at 185 State 
















The redevelopment and renovation of Lafayette ing 









Place, the vacant Downtown Crossing mall, finally MassPike has advertised a $750,000 construction St. (56 rooms) and 15 Beacon St. (72 rooms). 

may be moving. The proponent, Patriot Games, has contract for pedestrian improvements on Dartmouth 

submitted an Environmental Notification Form to the and Stuart streets near Copley Place. A goal of the 

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) to pedestrian improvements is to shorten the crossing 

redevelop the mall, called Boston Crossing (why would distance for pedestrians and to eliminate having to stop 

anyone use the name of a failed project from the 1980s at islands to wait for the next light to cross. The plans also The Water Transportation Advisory Council, a 

and then state emphatically the project is not related in call for closing the little-used Dartmouth Street consortium of over 40 city, state and federal aSCUciCs, 

any way?). The project would use the first two mall southbound lane in front of the Public Library so the pnivate ferry operators; consultants, businesses; and in- 

floors for food and retail uses and put 22 cinemas City can eventually build a landscaped plaza. sututions, has been working since late 1994 to promote 

(3,500 seats total) on the third floor, replacing the exist- Also included for possible construction is a new water transportation in greater Boston. The council's 

ing offices. An IMAX cinema is being considered. pedestrian crossing in front of Back Bay station. The mission 1s to promote an expanded and integrated water 
Both Lafayette Place and Macy's Washington Street existing crosswalk/wheelchair ramp is over 100 feet transportation system in the Boston area through a com- 

facades will be changed to eliminate the building's from where thousands cross daily. The City claimed for bined public-private partnership. 

bunker-like look. The entrance will be moved closer to years it couldn't put the crossing there.... Maybe MassPike Modest funding has come from both public agencies 

Summer Street and will occupy some of Macy's. New can also help the City remove the 15-minute bus parking and private concems. Part-time Executive Director Charles 

retail entrances on Washington Street and a new signs that are still up at Back Bay station even though Nomis of TAMS Consultants directs the council's promotion 

Chauncy Street entrance will be added. A rectilinear Bonanza Bus moved to South Station in December. and advocacy activities. 

circulation system, connecting Washington and Chauncy Then the front of the station could be used as intended— The council recently held several workshops to create 

Streets, will replace the never-ending circular pattern. for cabs and drop-off and pick-up. + a work plan and define a fundable implementation 


Interesting features of the project include: 147,000 
sq. ft. of primarily "big box" (?) entertainment-related 
retail; a 600-seat food court, a 50,000 sq. ft. Dave & 
Buster's restaurant featuring virtual reality, several 
bars including a "midway bar" (?), games and amuse- 
ments. Because of excellent transit and walk access, 


strategy for three priority project areas. The workshops 
dealt with: public outreach, facility development, and 
operations and management policy initiatives. 

Among the council's specific efforts are: a guide to 
Harbor ferry services; new signage for route, fare, and 
terminal locations; access improvements to the Harbor 
traffic was not identified as a potential problem. Islands, an integrated set of vessel, dock route and 

Patriot Games is seeking a waiver from EOEA re- service performance standards; and promoting a consoli- 
quirements to conduct a full environmental impact dated ferry service operation entity for Boston Harbor. 
report. City review will still be required. Stay tuned.... Source Massachusetts Tumpike Authonty For information, call Charles Norris at 482-4835. 





Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 
Informer! 





The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino; 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Inquiries Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584. 
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North End braces for the City Hall invasion: 
"The pols are coming! The pols are coming!" 








You were asking... 


Q. What is this talk about a pedestrian bridge from City 
Hall across Congress Street? 
A. The talk started 37 years ago when the City wanted to make 
the Walk to the Sea easier. The bridge would connect the 
back of City Hall (19 feet above street level) to the area around 
Faneuil Hall. Now called a transportation and safety project, 
the project has $2.8 million in federal and state money for bridge 
construction and to block the existing at-grade crossing. The 
favored design by Chan Krieger Assoc. is a cable-stayed bridge 
anchored at the Faneuil Hall end (and looking remarkably like 
a medieval drawbridge). Doubts were raised at a recent public 
meeting that a bridge should be built at all. For information, call 
Susan Myers, Public Facilities Dept., at 635-3401. 

















. Will the No. Station—So. Station rail link be built along 
with the Central Artery project? 

No. In fact, very little is being done to accommodate the 
rail link in the Central Artery project. At one point, the State 
was going to spend over $50 million to extend slurry walls to the 
depth of the rail tunnel, but reneged and will not physically 
change anything in the Central Artery tunnel plans. The rail 
link will not be built until after the Central Artery project is 
done, a fact acknowledged in the State's 1993 Program for 
Mass Transportation transit planning document. 
















. Is Huntington Avenue Boston's new hot spot? 
. Huntington Avenue, targeted as a gateway boulevard, has 
had a lot of seemingly uncoordinated activity. Harvard's 
Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Building at Brigham Circle, a 
hulking building, was built right up to the sidewalk, elimi- 
nating any future sidewalk or street widening. Northeast- 
ern's Marino Recreation Center and food court near Forsyth 
Street and Opera Place is set back a little. The site is the 
former Boston Opera House, torn down in 198, Wentworth's 
soccer fields at Ruggles Street are being built so close to the 
roadway that the Ruggles Street reconstruction and MBTA 
circumferential transit projects will be squeezed for right- 
of-way. Apparently, the City has not yet learned to coordi- 
nate transportation needs and building design. 
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